FROM VALMY TO THE DANUBE
Ney was exchanging thrusts with the Austrian rear-
guard. By now the advantage of numbers rested with
Hoche, since the enemy had poured reinforcements
across the Alps to counter the onset of Napoleon, who
was bathed in the glories of Rivoli and Castiglione. It
was now only a matter of days before this stage of
hostilities between France and Austria was concluded by
the Treaty of Leoben.
But it still left time for Ney to encounter another
disaster, which occurred in the vicinity of Giessen on
the 21 st. Part of his artillery was overwhelmed by a
charge of Austrian lancers, who were then scattered by
a squadron of hussars led by Ney in person. These in
turn were broken up by a rush of dragoons, and in the
struggle Ney's horse was wounded and threw its rider.
He gained his feet to find himself surrounded by Aus-
trians, and while his right hand grasped the stump of a
broken sword he attempted to seize a riderless mount
with the other. But he was charged down and carried
off as a prisoner in the wake of the enemy's retirement.
It was a severe blow for one whose entire notions of
life and honour were centred in his military reputation,
and Hoche, in subtle appreciation of Ney's outlook,
sent him a reassuring letter together with a tricolour
sash such as bound the waists of Republican generals.
Meanwhile the Austrians were deriving amusement from
no less a creature than Ney's horse, which, not having
been badly wounded, had accompanied its master. The
animal could not be persuaded to move a foot, which
they attributed to asinine docility. Ney offered to
enlighten them and swung into the saddle, whereupon
his horse, aware of a familiar seat, bolted like a streak
of lightning and almost succeeded in carrying the
prisoner to safety. cWell, gentlemen/ smiled Ney, dis-
mounting within their circle, cwhat do you think?
Isn't it true that the worth of a horse depends on that of
its rider?3
He secured his release on parole on May 6th and
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